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--1J.8. Sen. Max Baucus reiterated his

- commitment Thursday to Libby, to local

victims of asbéstos-related disease, to

the continued EPA cleanup and to eco-

nomic development of the area. '
During a meeting at Libby City Hall,

‘Baucus also expressed support for a
. Libby-based research center but did say
" “the future of a clinical research center
_in Libbgis undetermined at this point.”
' “My intention is to have it alkhere in "

Libby, " the senator said at the end of a 2

1/2-hour meetmg “Some thmgs m:ght a

be better done in Missoula.”
Earlier in the meeting Baucus men-

" tioned the evolution.of a research center .

in collaboration with the University of

~ Montana similar to the biological center

B Max dlscusses pendmg
asbestos Ieglslatlon _
oo SOoPageG

: on Flmhead Lake lmow_n a_s the Yellow

Bay Research Center.
YQOur number one goal is healthcarc,

- said Dr. Brad Black, CARD dlrector

“Our second goal is io keep CARD as

work for the commuinity and dnve
research for the community.” ' *

~ Dave Forbes, dean of the'U oﬂM oo
Pharmacy.School, said thé university”
“stands a3 a resource for the people of o

‘the state.”

_  asbestos vlctlms
~ The university is into basw sc1ent1f1c i
research and not t.reatmg patlents, a

1. k-

J "Forbes sald '

“I support the need for clinical

'research Forbes ﬁald “We understand

tlic problém, we wint to be a resource to
thc state of Montana. We’re not just the
University of Miss:;)ula ’

- Baucus asked Farbes if he was going -

8 _to take everythmg to Missoula?

"We stand"as a Jesource to do

' ,research projects, ”’Forbes said. “1 "

" t\iedge to help ym (CARD) meet you're
an independeént commmunity- entity to .'-f- " goal

s
Blsi‘gk‘sald_he was excited about the

| university's involvement but said the
‘CARD must remam an independent = ©
‘entity with broad-based research froin

BCLOSS. the coumry 10 benefit the leby
1th results of that -

B ‘Seg,Baulc'us' on Page 10

Baucus seeks screemng for ¢ ARD

ing in Libby on Thursday.

.‘.US Sen Max Bnucus talks to Mike
" Leavitt, secretary of the.Departinent of

Health and Humian Services during a meet-
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Baucus-

Continued from Page |
research, with local health care
and economic development for

the community.

- Using a cell phone during the

meeting with Libby, Baucus -

asked Mike Leavitt, the secre-
tary of the federal Health and
Human Services to look into
transferring health screening

responsibilities to the leby'-

CARD.

The telephone eonversatlon
was short,

“He d:d say -he would look
into it,” Baucus saidafterward.
“And he did sayto say hello to
the good people of leby )

Presently the state is conduct-
ing screening in Libby“ifor

-asbestos-related disease through

MASSA (Montana Asbestos
Screening and Surveillance
Activity). The state program is

_funded by the Agency for Toxic
'Substances

and - Disease
Registry.

“We need to really work
together,” Baucus said. “What's
our goal here? Take care of peo-
ple, get the cleanup done and do
research.”,

He said, “There’re Jots of dif-
ferent angles here bui we've got -
to work together. That means
keeping an open mind and lis-
tening to.what other people say. .

“If we're going to beat

_asbestos and the cleanup and.,
economic' development, we
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) U.S. Sen. Max Baucus congntnlates VFW members Larry Stroklund, Joe Kelly snd Bob Barnes and-turns over to a new bas.for transpan '
ing veterans from Libby te the VA Hospntal in Spokane. Bsucns said bis staf.f called aroand for & donudon andgg: Ford, Mow:scz.r lldlélg

L

.‘ quiﬂﬂ}' --t‘ii"f:.‘ L oA
need t-_a‘*hang togethef-._’:' S meetmgs with the Montana con-
-Baucus opened-the, meeting . gressional delegauon and leby_

- sgying-three principles need to
be adhered to: :no. politics,
everything is-on the-table and
“we’re all in this together.”

The senator said he wants to
begin bi-monthly. telephone

" TepreSentatives to discuss vari- .
ous aspects of the asbestos -
problem so everyone works.

together,

" He asked the community to
talk:among themselves to deter- .
_mine what is needed. Baucus

' _Tecommended participants in

thepﬁone calls melude a repre-

‘sentatwe from:. Gov Bnqn

Schwettzer‘s adnums'tratt 0y

Blaek a‘county qomrmssmner, g
_and an EPA representative: - -~
first . call : will be
'Wednesday, Mareh 2,t0 estgb-'
lish the ‘gioup. The- second call;

* Ther,

a week: later; will be on subject-
and i issues. . . - e

eq needed everyone to th.mlc

through what’s needed: Pavcus’
said. R Y

“One thmg that is réally powr
erful_ here: Don’t let. somebody
splmter off,” Baucus: said: /£l

.you find somebody. trylng -to
- splinter -off, you, cut him-off gt

the*knees: And- don’t: Jet it 'get

- ‘political” . £ i w;/



